
NEWBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 4th May 2022 

This meeting was held in the Town Hall, Cllr MW Gibson opened the meeting at 6.10 pm 

following the Annual Parish Assembly. 

 

01-05-1 Present  Cllrs MW Gibson (Chair), J Annan, HA Walton, MD Newson and KE 

Bell.  Also Present:   Clerk, R Macfarlane County Councillor NJ Morphet and for part of 

the meeting Cllr A Smith and a member of the public. 

 

01-05-2  Apologies  Cllr IS Hunter 

 

01-05-3  Election of Chairman  Cllr J Annan proposed Cllr MW Gibson seconded 

by HA Walton and all agreed.  At this point in the Meeting MW Gibson signed the 

declaration of acceptance of office (LGA 1972 s83) and took the Chair. 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked members of the Council 

for their support throughout the year. 

 

01-05-4 Election of Vice-Chairman Cllr J Annan proposed Cllr IS Hunter 

seconded by HA Walton and all agreed.   

 

01-05-5  Declaration of Interest  All councillors were reminded that the “Members’ 

and Co-opted Members’ Disclosable Pecuniary and Other Interests” forms should be 

regularly reviewed. 

 

01-05-6  Minutes   

The Minutes of the Meeting of Newbrough PC which was held on 3rd March 2022 were 

approved by the Council then signed by the Chairman.  

 

01-05-7  Matters Arising  Sadly the Whitebeam trees opposite the Red Lion have had 

to be removed, being in an unhealthy state and posing a danger.  Whilst the Whitebeam is 

being attended to, this will be an opportunity to continue the development of the 

Memorial surroundings and clear some of the vegetation in order to pursue further work.   

 

01-05-8  Public First Focus     

This item was covered in the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

 

01-05-9 Communications 
The various e-mails and following correspondence has been forwarded to all councillors: 

CAN Newsletter, Nalc e-news, NCC Getabout, Tynedale Hospice newsletter 

Insurance Quotes  Information for the parish insurance were received from two insurers 

and Zurich Municipal.  The latter being cheaper and also giving better cover.  

 

01-05-10  Reports    
Northumberland County Council  



A full report was given by County Councillor Morphet 

Sportsfield Association   

Cllr Walton provided the Council with an up-date.  Two cricket matches have, to date, 

been played and Newbrough CC XI have lost to Haltwhistle CC but have gained a win at 

Allendale. It was RESOLVED that the Council would support any efforts to assist in the 

preparation of the sports field to facilitate cricket in Newbrough.  The Council will, also, 

endeavour to increase the length of the present lease, which is nearing its duration. 

Climate Change and Green Issues 

Storm Arwen  Cllr Newson has responded to the review by NCC Storm Arwen Review 

Task and Finish Group and associated Scoping Report and also responded to the 

Northumberland National Parks Authority consultation.  Cllr Newson provided the Council 

with copies of the Newbrough Parish Council Carbon Footprint Report, this was developed by the 

Centre for Sustainable Energy and the University of Exeter.  It shows both “territorial” and 

“consumption” footprints. 
 

01-05-11  Audit 
Internal Audit 

This has taken place and there were no matters arising.  The Clerk was asked to thank the 

Internal Auditor and invite her for next year.  The Internal Auditor has requested that her 

fee (£60) should be paid to “The Sick Children’s Trust.”  This was agreed. 

External Audit to 31st March 2022 

This will be to BDO requirements and in line with Accounts and Audit (England) 

Regulations 2011 (Regulations 12-16) and the Audit Commission Act of 1998. 

 

01-05-12 AGAR 

Annual Statement of Accounts  Cllr Annan proposed and Cllr Walton seconded that the 

annual financial return be accepted and this was signed by the Chairman.  It was 

RESOLVED that the Council approve (in sequence) the Annual Governance Statement, 

the Accounting Statement, and the Annual Internal Audit Report. 

Exercise of Electors’ Rights  The notice of appointment of date for the exercise of 

electors’ rights must be displayed for 14 days. The Audit Notice will be displayed in 

Parish Notice Board and the 30 Working Day Period for the Exercise of Public Rights 

commences on 13th June and will end on 22nd July.  The Council will submit the annual 

return and supporting documentation presented at this meeting to PKF Littlejohn LLP by 

the agreed audit date of 1st July.  Approval of Accounts should be no later than 1st July 

and Publication of Audited Accounts no later than 15th September 2022.   

Limited Assurance Exemption   As the Council’s gross income or expenditure did not 

exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31st March 2022 the Council has applied for 

certification of exemption from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local 

Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015. 
 

 

01-05-13  Roads  
Addition to TLP 

Since the heart of the Pandemic the need for a footpath to St Peter’s Church has been 

again highlighted.  Discussions have been held with the County Council’s Rights of Way 

Officer to explore further the possibility of re-establishing this footpath on the north side 



of the Stanegate, from Newbrough Bridge to St Peter’s Church. This has been added to 

the Northumberland Local Transport Plan Programme 2022-2023. 
 

01-05-14  Planning   
No: 20/01107/CCM   Proposal Extraction of sandstone.  Prudham Quarry Newbrough    

This report was presented to the meeting of the Strategic Planning Committee held on 1st  

March and granted.   

 

01-05-15  HRH Platinum Jubilee. 
Several events are being planned, including - Quoits Competition, Cricket Match against 

Mitford, event at Millennium Beacon, school pageant and presentation of 

commemorative mugs, and afternoon tea and entertainment organised by WI.  Clerk has 

applied to Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fund.  
 

01-05-16 Finances 
Section 137 Expenditure: Limit for 2022-23 of £8.41 per elector (numbering 462)   

Newbrough PC limit of expenditure is therefore £3,885.42 

Bank Accounts 1st April 2022 BMM £15,403.25  Community £7,322.31 

Payments by  S/O Part Salary £306, HMRC £76.50,  Meeting Room Rental £30,   

Income Precept £5,250 (vat reimbursement impending) 
Payment Anomalies  No application for grant aid from PCC and HMRC reimbursement for 

VAT  (£161.63) was late 

Payments Approved   Acomb Tree Surgery £680, ICO £35 (SO), Nalc Subscription £130.56, 

Council Insurance Zurich £257.60, S Davies Grass Cutting cheque £120, Council Expenses,  

IONIS Website £8.44 and Defibrillator Supplies £63 (£10.50 vat). 

Other Payments Approved  Internal Audit fee payment to Sick Children’s Trust £60 (LGA 

1972 s137) and CAN to be confirmed and administered at the grant aid meeting in November 
 

01-05-17  Review of Documents. 
Financial Regulations Documentation & Risk Management 

It was RESOLVED to continue insurance cover with Zurich Municipal. 

The Assets Register  

The current value is £15,251 

 

01-05-18  Date and Time of Next Meeting  - 7.00 pm, Monday 6th  July 2022 (then 

7th September).  The Meeting was closed at 8.55 pm. 

 

NEWBROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 
 

There has been a full council year of “live” meetings held in the Town Hall, since 
the virtual remote meetings held because of the COVID-19  (Coronavirus) 
Pandemic.  The Chairman expressed his thanks and gratitude to the Town Hall 
Committee for incorporating safety measures and adapting the Hall to make it 
suitable for public meetings.  The Council represents 462 electors and the parish 
of Newbrough and it has been reassuring to have members of the public present 
at every meeting. 



 
The Annual Meeting of the Council (and the Annual Parish Assembly) was held 
on Wednesday 19th May 2021, and other meetings on Monday 12th July 2021, 1st 
September 2021, 3rd November 2021, and Wednesday 2nd March 2022. 
 
Councillor Michael Gibson acknowledged with gratitude, the trust the Council has 
shown in electing him as Chairman, and he thanked councillors Jen Annan, Iain 
Hunter, Hugh Walton, Karen Bell, Andy Smith and Malcolm Newson for their help 
and service to the council and the community.  He was again grateful to Cllr 
Hunter for deputising as chairman when necessary. Thanks were also offered to 
the Clerk for his work and valuable advice. 
 
He noted that County Councillor Nic Morphet (County Councillor for Humshaugh 
Ward) had now been in office for a year and stated that the Council was grateful 
for his attendance at meetings and the information he has provided for the 
Council. 
 
Looking at events throughout the year the Chairman regretted the loss of the 
hourly bus service and quoted Go North East “Unfortunately, even if the 
customers who were travelling before the pandemic returned, the number of 
people travelling cannot justify an hourly service being maintained.”   CANF and 
Cllr Morphet are further pursuing this. 
 
There is much optimism that recent Newbrough C of E First School Safety 
Scheme will make positive impact on road safety, especially with the addition of 
the community speed watch scheme. 
 
Using the Local Transport Plan Programme 2022-2023 the Council is requested 
to identify their top priorities to include in the Northumberland County Council 
draft programme.  The Council submitted:- 20mph Zone with speed bumps 
Sidgate Lane; and Flooding in Sidgate – between 49 and 51 Sidgate, as well as 
the rest of the street; and flooding on Stanegate from Red Lion to the Town Hall. 
 
The County Council has constructed various dropped kerbs in Sidgate and along 
the Stanegate; this will improve access for those with disabilities. 
 
All the recent consultations on Planning Applications have been granted by the 
County Council; the proposed extraction of sandstone from Prudham Quarry; the 
removal of an existing dog kennel and replacement with timber stable block, with 
concrete hardstanding Land North West Of Greyside Cottages and Listed 
Building consent at Newbrough Park. 
 
Sadly the Whitebeam trees opposite the Red Lion had to be removed,  they were 
in an unhealthy state and posing a danger.  Whilst the Whitebeam is being 
attended to, this will be an opportunity to continue the development of the 
Memorial surroundings and clear some of the vegetation in order to pursue 

https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QS08UYQSFY300&prevPage=inTray
https://publicaccess.northumberland.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QS08UYQSFY300&prevPage=inTray


further work.  Since the heart of the Pandemic the need for a footpath to St 
Peter’s Church has been again highlighted.  Discussions have been held with the 
County Council’s Rights of Way Officer to explore further the possibility of re-
establishing this footpath on the north side of the Stanegate, from Newbrough 
Bridge to St Peter’s Church. This has been added to the Northumberland Local 
Transport Plan Programme 2022-2023 
 
More good news on the Sportsfield Association.  Cllr Walton provided the Council 
with an up-date and it was very pleasing to hear that, two cricket matches had, to 
date, been played and Newbrough CC XI had lost to Haltwhistle CC but had 
gained a win at Allendale.  A youth group has also been set up. It was resolved 
that the Council would support any efforts to assist in the preparation of the 
Sportsfield Association to facilitate cricket in Newbrough.  The Council will, also, 
endeavour to increase the length of the present lease.  Cllr Foot is now the 
Warden PC representative and is exploring funding opportunities. 
 
Not only has the Council has actively supported the Sportsfield Association but 
has also directly or indirectly helped Friends of  Newbrough School, Community 
Action Northumberland, Great North Air Ambulance Service, Tynedale Hospice 
at Home, Sick Children’s Trust, Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal, and CORE 
Music. 
 
The Council is very grateful for the reports provided by Cllr Newson from the 
Climate Action Newbrough and Fourstones meetings.  We now have the 
Newbrough Parish Council Carbon Footprint Report, this was developed by the 
Centre for Sustainable Energy and the University of Exeter.  It shows both 
“territorial” and “consumption” footprints. 
 
In finishing the chairman hoped that worst of the COVID pandemic and the 
damage and aftereffects of Storm Arwen are behind us and we should look 
forward to at least two very significant anniversaries. The first is, of course, the 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee, an incredible achievement.  The second is the 1900th 
anniversary of Hadrian's Wall.  We are really fortunate to have this World 
Heritage site running through our parish. 
 
Again we are privileged  to have various groups and organisations who will 
contribute to these celebrations- including Women’s Institute, Sportsfield 
Association, Red Lion, Town Hall Committee, Churches, Newbrough Primary 
School, and we look forward to these events. 
 
Cllr Michael Gibson, Chairman. 
 


